Heinrich Heine
But even though this half still loved you, it is precisely
the half that does not bear arras, and whose friendship,
therefore, would be of little help to you. What you are
really accused of I could never understand Once in a
beer-cellar at Gottingen I heard a young Old-German
assert that it was necessary to be revenged on France for
Conradin of Hohenstaufen, whom you beheaded at Naples.
Doubtless you have long since forgotten that: we,
however, forget nothing. You see, then, that whenever
we have a mind to quarrel with you there will be no lack
of valid grounds. In any case, I advise you to be on
your guard. Happen what may in Germany, though the
Crown Prince of Prussia or Dr. Wirth should attain
supremacy, be ever armed; remain quietly at your post,
your weapons in your hands, I mean, well by you, and
I was seized with dismay when I heard it said lately that
your Ministry proposed to disarm France.
As you are, despite your present romantic tendency,
a born classical people; you know Olympus. Amongst
the naked gods and goddesses quaffing and feasting of
nectar and ambrosia, you may behold one goddess who,
amidst such gaiety and pastime, wears ever a coat of
mail, the helm on her head and the spear in her hand.
She is the goddess of wisdom.